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A. Educational situations prior to 1983

(Not standardized)

Before Cambodia became a French protectorate
in 1863, traditional education in Cambodia had
been handled by the local Wat (Temples or
Pagodas), and the Buddhist Monks were the
teachers. (Clayton, 1995).

The primitive Khmer, according to Bunchoeun, K.
(2001), always brought their children, especially
males, to have education from Buddhist monks in
Wat-schools.



wagudinkituemndm famamapan ihgs
pgspimsiingndndjegumssimimuia:

1.

ASUY Yy $SARRIBAWMNASUN YUin*
ﬁutg:gﬁmmai’mﬁ"gmm‘fﬁmtmmﬂﬁ“n’n
§uissins  auinhlnubn:aiyghdmsy
UMU SROFSYURUNIIH AN
MIHUI §ﬁmm‘?ﬁyﬁts1ﬁﬁfﬁmne mEnigh
Bl ugAysaamAase iimuimy
MIANFa:ng s ASEY yigBsEims
HSMARSING ybsmithwin:l] udA
YeumSig

wingsigmafsauswin:  wistig)uni
yatnth 10AS|UIGIHAN NAIASHANINULRA
umigimS it IRt SIgoIATIN:
ARwe S e {yligit JuA RN

33 @

The reasons, believed by the then parents
and communities, why females were not
encouraged to have education were that:

females were weaker than males in terms of
physical abilities. Thus, they deserved doing just
only light things such as looking after children,
decorating inner or outer parts of houses, putting
things in order, and preparing food for the
families,

learning was taking place in Wats, the place
where ordained monks were staying or
meditating. According to the principles of
Buddhism, females were not allowed to be near
or touched by monks, and

the majority of the then people strongly believed
that if their daughters were literate, they would
write love letters to their boyfriends, and that
would bring shames, bad reputations, and
scandals to the families.
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The French Model (6+4+2+1)
» During the

period of the French
protectorate, an educational system based
on the French model was inaugurated
alongside the traditional system.

» Primary education was divided into 2 cycles

of 3 years each. Khmer was the language
of instruction in the 1%t cycle, and French
was used in the 2" cycle and thereafter.

» Secondary education was also divided into

two cycles: one of 4 years taught at a
college, followed by one of 3 years taught
at a lycée. The Cambodian secondary
curriculum was similar to that found in
France.
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1960/61 6 276 1474 23,48% MIDANMMNQNIRNEI9E00
1961/62 9 333 2 160 23,14% RUF 9EDE
1962/63 12 348 3 458 28,00%
1963/64 15 325 3727 24,31%
1964/65 16 320 5 643 34,57%
1965/66 18 251 7716 42,27%
1966/67 18 810 5 893 31,32%
1967/68 22 150 6 561 29,63%
1968/69 23 004 8 794 38,22% mimAnhigEIManig9&mno
1969/70 21 468 18 700 87,10%
1970/71 13 438 7 407 55,11%
4 636 (HAISEMANMIY) 1165 25,12%
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independence from France, the
system of mass education
operated in the period of King
Sihanouk was still based on the
French model (6+4+2+1).

The educational system was
divided into primary (6), lower
secondary (4), upper secondary
(2+1 “Faculty preparation”),
tertiary, and specialized levels.
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The French Model (6+4+2+1)

By the early 1970s, Khmer language was used more widely in primary
education, and the English language was also encouraged to study, but
the then people were less interested in learning English as they had
received long influence from the French language and culture (90 years
under the French Colony).
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No formal education system ( The regime was known 1o the world as the Killing Field )

During the KR times, the country’s infrastructure was destroyed, and the
country’s historical wheel was turned back to year zero (Ponchaud, 1978).
No religion was practiced, no money was used, no education was

implemented, no schools were built, there was no freedom of speech, and
no respect for life.
The KR was not at all interested in bureaucracy, or industrial production.
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